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History

The production of incense sticks made in Sakai originated in around the 16th
century, when their manufacturing method was introduced to Japan from China.
Since Sakai was a leading port city of overseas trade, producers in Sakai had
easy access to the ingredients of incense sticks from overseas countries.
Moreover, the presence of many temples (third in Japan after Kyoto and Nara)
helped the development of incense production. In 1986, Sakai incense were
designated as traditional crafts of Osaka Prefecture.

| 16 tiH#eEE | 1986 4 BR
Around 16th ce T
FENSHEI DD KIATF DIEHE L= SICIEE
Manufacturing method introduced Designated as traditional

to Japan from China. crafts of Osaka Prefecture.

— Sakai Traditional | I
iﬁ{l{lﬁ‘{ﬁﬁ Crafts Museum
| ROGHREEE —EICEOMER. IYLE
R RE. BEHhRE. @RACEEA
TZEZ(ID. GHREEICHAITIHZLDER
NHhH., BE - FRAINVIMEEBLTVET,
L& -li This museum introduces Sakai’s traditional
I industries. In addition to exhibitions, the museum
—— holds various workshops and demonstrations. In
shops, Sakai's traditional craftworks are available, including knives, bleached and
dyed cotton items, incense sticks, kelp products, and carp streamers.
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Sells a wide range of products for
home and professional use.
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The museum displays various types of
knives produced in Sakai, along with
the related history and manufacturing
processes.
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Sells traditional products, such as
bleached and dyed cotton items,
incense sticks, and kelp products.
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Traditional Industry Exhibition
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The room introduces traditional
industries, including cotton bleaching
and hand-dyeing, incense sticks, and
kelp processing.

Information

Address 1-1-30 Zaimokucha-nishi, Sakai Ward,
Sakai City, Osaka 590-0941

Phone +81-72-227-1001

Hours 10:00~17:00

Closed days Closed on the third Tuesday of each
month (ifit falls on a holiday, closed
the following day)and December 29—
January 3 *Might be closed
temporarily on other days.

Admission free [ E

Official website of Sakai
Traditional Crafts Museum p [E]
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Sakai Incense

Incense sticks made in Sakai are characterized by the blending of
carefully selected natural ingredients and are called “fragrant works of
art.” Various producers in Sakai developed their own blending methods
and blending ratios, while altering the ratios to meet the trends of the
time, these producers have passed on the secrets from generation to
generation. Sakai incense sticks, made from precious aromatic woods,
feature a refined and mild fragrance. Moreover, natural fragrance has
proved to be effective in relaxing the body and mind.
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Incense sticks are classified based on their length, which is determined
by the time necessary for reciting a Buddhist sutra.
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How to Produce

I*_% Manufacturing Process
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The fragrance of incense sticks
originates from powdered aromatic
wood. Dozens of different aromatic
ingredients are blended.
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Burning duration : 2—3 hours

Among incense sticks used at temples, long sticks are used for Buddhist
memorial services and other events that last long hours.
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Add hot water to the powder little by
little and mix them well.

2. EE / Forming a long oval ball
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After kneading the powder, form a long

oval ball. From each ball, about 20,000
sticks will be made.
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Insert the ball into an extruding machine,
which feeds out thin sticks on the attached
tray, the angle of which should be adjusted
‘ adequately. Cut both ends of the sticks to
align their length.
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Transfer the sticks from the tray to a drying

board. It is very difficult to transfer soft
sticks.
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Burning duration : about 45 minutes
Mostly used at temples.
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Cut the sticks to the desired length with a
rotating blade and leave them to dry.
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Push the semi-dried sticks closer to each
other and fill the space generated by
drying so as to prevent them from
bending.
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Dry the sticks for about one day. Leave

the sticks for 2 — 3 weeks to eliminate
unevenness of the fragrance.
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Among popular products of today are incense
designed to enjoy their fragrance.
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Burning duration : about 25 minutes
Mostly offered at family Buddhist altars and in front of tombs.
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| pack the specified number of sticks of
a the same length into a bundle.
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